
 
 
 
 
 

Start up here! 

Yes 

No 

Can you find it in our Catalogue? 

Box B 

- Do the troubleshooters. 
- Come visit us. 

No test 
names 
found. 

Follow the steps in 
Box A. 

Test name found, 
but can’t find 
source article. 

- Search for studies that measured your 
construct.  

- Find the citations for the tests that were 
used in those studies. 

- Use the citation to find the reference to 
the source article. 

- If you feel like you’re using the wrong 
keywords, try #4 and #5 in the 
troubleshooters. 

No 

Yes, visit us. Yes, visit us. 

Yes, but the 
items aren’t 

inside it. Box A 

- Find sample items from the test. 
- Use the sample items as search 

keywords to find the actual test. 
 

- Email the test authors, and some 
researchers who used the test. Ask 
them for a copy of the items.  

- Most will respond within 3 days. 
 

- Try to find a different scale.  
- Do the troubleshooters. 
- Come visit us. 

Or, you can: 

Did not work. 

- Find the citation for the source 
article using the steps in Box B 
(search for the test title instead of 
the construct).  

- When you have the citation, find the 
actual article. 

 

- Try to find a different scale.  
- Do the troubleshooters. 
- Come visit us. 

Or, you can: 

- Email the test authors, and some 
researchers who used the test. Ask 
them for a copy of the items.  

- Most will respond within 3 days. 
 

Did not work. 

Not yet. 

Have you found the source article? 

No 

Did you find any names in our Catalogue? 

Do you know the name of the test? 

http://psycentre.apps01.yorku.ca/drpl/
http://psycentre.apps01.yorku.ca/drpl/
Administrator
Note
The source article is the first article written about the scale, by the scale's creators. It usually contains information like reliability, validity, factor loadings, and the actual scale items.

Administrator
Note
Search PsycInfo and Google Scholar for the name of the construct (e.g. “self-esteem” or “attitudes toward abortion”). Look at studies even if they are totally different than yours – all that matters is that they measured your construct.

Administrator
Note
In their "Methods" section check for a “Measures” or “Instruments” section, the authors will describe what tests they used to measure your construct. After naming a measure, they will cite it in brackets (Last Names, Year). That citation can be looked up in their “References” section.

Administrator
Note
The source article is the first article written about the scale, by the scale's creators. It usually contains information like reliability, validity, factor loadings, and the actual scale items.

Administrator
Note
1. Are you using a York University network computer? Are you logged in (Authenticated) in the York Library system via PASSPORT YORK? York computers can automatically log into special databases and journal websites, so it’s easier to find and access articles using them. Your home computer will not do this, so many articles that look good will tell you to buy a subscription or that you aren’t allowed access. You can still access these articles through York’s E-Resources. So use a York computer or login off campus via PASSPORT YORK if you can.2. When you look for articles, do you only look for them online? Or do you look for them in hard copy too? Older articles or articles from smaller journals may not be available online, so if the journal or volume isn’t available online through York, try looking up the journal "Title" in York Library’s catalogue using "Periodical Title" or the "Keyword" search option instead of E-Resources. There’s a good chance that the journal may be in the library stacks.3. Are you searching smartly? In other words, are you using as many different word variations or synonyms as you can? Are you using quotation marks to search for phrases instead of individual words? Have you looked at the APA Thesaurus (come visit us to borrow it or access in PsychInfo via "Advanced Search" -> "Thesaurus" ) to find psychological terms that are related to yours? 4. Are you using the wrong terms or keywords? For example, if you are searching for a study involving "manic depression", you may be unsuccessful because the current term used is "bipolar disorder". Or, if you are searching for a measure of "self-esteem", you may later realize that what you really wanted to measure was more like "self-efficacy", "coping skills", or "satisfaction with life". Look at the APA Thesaurus (we have a copy in the Resource Centre) to see if there are better keywords for your construct.5. Do you really understand what you’re looking for? Ask yourself: if you could create this test yourself, what kind of questions would it ask? Try Googling for some of those questions. Do you want to know how generous someone is, or simply how generous they think they are? Or their attitudes towards generosity in general? What results are you hoping to find? Use these questions to determine what kinds of test items you want your participants to answer.

Administrator
Note
1. Are you using a York University network computer? Are you logged in (Authenticated) in the York Library system via PASSPORT YORK? York computers automatically log into special databases and journal websites, so it’s easier to find and access articles using them. Your home computer will not do this, so many articles that look good will tell you to buy a subscription or that you aren’t allowed access. You can still access these articles through York’s E-Resources. So use a York computer or login off campus via PASSPORT YORK if you can.2. When you look for articles, do you only look for them online? Or do you look for them in hard copy too? Older articles or articles from smaller journals may not be available online, so if the journal or volume isn’t available online through York, try looking up the journal "Title" in York Library’s catalogue using "Periodical Title" or the "Keyword" search option instead of E-Resources. There’s a good chance that the journal may be in the library stacks.3. Are you searching smartly? In other words, are you using as many different word variations or synonyms as you can? Are you using quotation marks to search for phrases instead of individual words?Have you looked at the APA Thesaurus (come visit us to borrow it or access in PsychInfo via "Advanced Search" -> "Thesaurus" ) to find psychological terms that are related to yours? 4. Are you using the wrong terms or keywords? For example, if you are searching for a study involving "manic depression", you may be unsuccessful because the current term used is "bipolar disorder". Or, if you are searching for a measure of "self-esteem", you may later realize that what you really wanted to measure was more like "self-efficacy", "coping skills", or "satisfaction with life". Look at the APA Thesaurus (we have a copy in the Resource Centre) to see if there are better keywords for your construct.5. Do you really understand what you’re looking for? Ask yourself: if you could create this test yourself, what kind of questions would it ask? Try Googling for some of those questions. Do you want to know how generous someone is, or simply how generous they think they are? Or their attitudes towards generosity in general? What results are you hoping to find? Use these questions to determine what kinds of test items you want your participants to answer.

Administrator
Note
If you haven't been able to find sample items from your scale, do a regular Google Scholar search with the test name in double quotations and then the words “sample items” -- for example: ROSENBERG SELF-ESTEEM SCALE "SAMPLE ITEMS".(Putting a phrase in double quotations makes Google Scholar search for the phrase, instead of individual words.)Hopefully, when you look through the results, you’ll find a study that mentioned some sample items of the test.

Administrator
Note
When you find a sample item, copy the whole item into regular Google Scholar inside quotations. For example, if you type "When good things happen to me, it affects me strongly" (with quotes) into Google Scholar, you will quickly find the full text of the BIS/BAS scales on the author's web site.  Look through the results, you may find that someone has posted the whole test on their website or in their study!
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Note
1. Are you using a York University network computer? Are you logged in (Authenticated) in the York Library system via PASSPORT YORK? York computers automatically log into special databases and journal websites, so it’s easier to find and access articles using them. Your home computer will not do this, so many articles that look good will tell you to buy a subscription or that you aren’t allowed access. You can still access these articles through York’s E-Resources. So use a York computer or login off campus via PASSPORT YORK if you can.2. When you look for articles, do you only look for them online? Or do you look for them in hard copy too? Older articles or articles from smaller journals may not be available online, so if the journal or volume isn’t available online through York, try looking up the journal "Title" in York Library’s catalogue using "Periodical Title" or the "Keyword" search option instead of E-Resources. There’s a good chance that the journal may be in the library stacks.3. Are you searching smartly? In other words, are you using as many different word variations or synonyms as you can? Are you using quotation marks to search for phrases instead of individual words?Have you looked at the APA Thesaurus (come visit us to borrow it or access in PsychInfo via "Advanced Search" -> "Thesaurus" ) to find psychological terms that are related to yours? 4. Are you using the wrong terms or keywords? For example, if you are searching for a study involving "manic depression", you may be unsuccessful because the current term used is "bipolar disorder". Or, if you are searching for a measure of "self-esteem", you may later realize that what you really wanted to measure was more like "self-efficacy", "coping skills", or "satisfaction with life". Look at the APA Thesaurus (we have a copy in the Resource Centre) to see if there are better keywords for your construct.5. Do you really understand what you’re looking for? Ask yourself: if you could create this test yourself, what kind of questions would it ask? Try Googling for some of those questions. Do you want to know how generous someone is, or simply how generous they think they are? Or their attitudes towards generosity in general? What results are you hoping to find? Use these questions to determine what kinds of test items you want your participants to answer.

Administrator
Note
1. Are you using a York University network computer? Are you logged in (Authenticated) in the York Library system via PASSPORT YORK? York computers automatically log into special databases and journal websites, so it’s easier to find and access articles using them. Your home computer will not do this, so many articles that look good will tell you to buy a subscription or that you aren’t allowed access. You can still access these articles through York’s E-Resources. So use a York computer or login off campus via PASSPORT YORK if you can.2. When you look for articles, do you only look for them online? Or do you look for them in hard copy too? Older articles or articles from smaller journals may not be available online, so if the journal or volume isn’t available online through York, try looking up the journal "Title" in York Library’s catalogue using "Periodical Title" or the "Keyword" search option instead of E-Resources. There’s a good chance that the journal may be in the library stacks.3. Are you searching smartly? In other words, are you using as many different word variations or synonyms as you can? Are you using quotation marks to search for phrases instead of individual words?Have you looked at the APA Thesaurus (come visit us to borrow it or access in PsychInfo via "Advanced Search" -> "Thesaurus" ) to find psychological terms that are related to yours? 4. Are you using the wrong terms or keywords? For example, if you are searching for a study involving "manic depression", you may be unsuccessful because the current term used is "bipolar disorder". Or, if you are searching for a measure of "self-esteem", you may later realize that what you really wanted to measure was more like "self-efficacy", "coping skills", or "satisfaction with life". Look at the APA Thesaurus (we have a copy in the Resource Centre) to see if there are better keywords for your construct.5. Do you really understand what you’re looking for? Ask yourself: if you could create this test yourself, what kind of questions would it ask? Try Googling for some of those questions. Do you want to know how generous someone is, or simply how generous they think they are? Or their attitudes towards generosity in general? What results are you hoping to find? Use these questions to determine what kinds of test items you want your participants to answer.
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Sticky Note
Hover over the "?" marks for more detail.

mmaleki
Sticky Note
Search our Catalogue to see if the PRC holds the test. Remember Undergraduate students (4000 & 4170) should check Test - Compendia tests FIRST!
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